
To Future Generations 
of Prout-centered   
Organizers & Activists: 
What a moment we find ourselves in!  There is so 
much upheaval all over the world with extreme cli-
mate events, wars, enormous economic disparities, 
a massive housing crisis, millions of climate, pov-
erty and war refugees and so much more.  We are so 
fortunate that the founder of Prout, Prabhat Ranjan 
Sarkar, gave us a set of foundational Prout princi-
ples that help to guide us away from this morass of 
oppression, exploitation and environmental degra-
dation towards implementing our vision where all 
people are safe and have the minimum necessities 
of life to not only live but thrive and develop all 
their latent potential and talent, including their 
spiritual upliftment. 

All of us now need to do what we can to support our 
Prout Research Institute team as they work so hard 
to finish our headquarters for all of us and for fu-
ture generations!  We cannot begin to imagine all 
the good that will come out of our beloved organiza-
tion moving forward!  We need a physical building 
space where we can gather, envision, strategize, 
plan and build our relationships together so that we 
can become a more powerful force for progressive 
social and economic change!  Our PRI team should 
not be burdened with worries about fundraising at 
this time.  We need their attention focused on our 
core mission of developing "practical projects and 
policies, raising consciousness, and training people 
in this holistic model for the welfare and happiness 
of all."  We are almost there!  We need just 
$100,000 to finish our new home!  Could we each 
try to give again to get us to the finish line?  Could 
we each inspire others to give?  Our future genera-
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tions will be ever so grateful for what we are able to 
sacrifice now in service of the noble vision of Prout 
and the Prout Research Institute! 

We are planning to gather there in person this com-
ing October and there is much time pressure to 
complete the building for occupancy before then. 

I thank each and every one of you in advance for your 
support and very much look forward to building our 

team together for the world that we want to live in. 

Nada                                  

Nada Khader (Nirainjana) has served as the Director of 
WESPAC Foundation since 2001.  WESPAC was recently 
recognized by the City of White Plains as a leading force in 
Westchester County, New York, for 
peace and justice work for the past 
five decades. Nada has been a stu-
dent of Prout, the Progressive Utili-
zation Theory, for more than thirty 
years. She was a founder and 
chairperson of Prout Alliance, and 
serves on the Steering Team of 
ProutSisters. 
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est begin at mountaintops and move through forests, 
fields, and villages into lush marine ecologies.  
 
Tragically, the coastal city of Lahaina in Maui was 
burnt in the 2023 wildfire because the original buffer 
forests had long ago been cleared and streams di-
verted by plantation owners who imported grasses for 
pastureland. 
 
Aztec Chinampas support small farms within a lake. 
The Arabs and then Chinese revitalized deserts with 
the Qanat and Karez systems of underground canals 
that allowed oases to flourish, and brought cooling air 
into cities and enabled amazing Persian Gardens. 
 
New Mexico Acequias brought together Pueblo fields, 
Spanish ranches and farms, and beautiful gardens.  
The Marsh Arabs of Mesopotamia, Iraq lived in the 
marshes, constructing their homes and villages atop 
floating islands of reeds. 
 
We learn that coastland mangrove swamps, which are 
formed from trees which thrive in saltwater, and their 
entangled roots, are among the most efficient carbon 
catching biomes. Quickly regrown, their rate of car-
bon capture is up to 100 times faster than other for-
ests and can significantly reduce global warming. 
 
Finally, the author’s “Sovereign Global Watershed 
Manifesto” is a compelling call to wisely apply Indige-
nous sustainable techniques to replenish the Earth’s 
resources.  
 
Watershed Worlds is available from Amazon. 
Reviewed by Dada Maheshvarananda, president of 
the Prout Research Institute.

Watershed Worlds:  
Eight Indigenous 
Models for  
Planetary Survival  
and Resilience  

 
by PRI advisor Matt Oppenheim, PhD. 
 
The existence and movement of fresh water through-
out the landscape on our planet is absolutely crucial 
for all life. The author makes a compelling case that 
humanity must relearn ancient methods of nurturing 
the water and land. 
 
A watershed is a land area that channels rainfall and 
snowmelt to creeks, streams, and rivers, and even-
tually to reservoirs, bays, and the ocean. High moun-
tain ridges often divide watersheds, so that drops of 
water or snow falling on one side of it will eventually 
flow down in one direction, while water falling on the 
other side will eventually flow hundreds or thousands 
of miles away in the other direction. Hence all terrain, 
every centimeter of land on earth, is part of one water-
shed or another.  
 
From mountain sources, through forests and grass-
lands, into tiny and mighty rivers, into underground 
aquifers, and finally into delta marshes, watersheds 
have significantly guided human habitation, culture, 
and civilization.   
 
Cultures that wisely integrated water and land thrived. 
Cultures that did not disappeared, like Angkor Wat in 
Cambodia and Zimbabwe. Today megacities are in 
danger, such as greater Mexico City, with it’s pop-
ulation of 22 million, that is sinking at the rate of 50 
cm (19 inches) per year. All coastal megacities will 
soon be flooded as global warming continues to raise 
sea levels. Coastlines need “spongy” grasslands and 
marshes to absorb hurricanes. 
 
This book includes eight fascinating case studies of how 
traditional people wisely and sustainably harnessed 
and still use their watersheds: Japan’s Satoyama and 
Satoumi, the Hawaiian Ahuapua’a, and the Mayan for-

Author  
Matt Oppenheim, 

PhD. 
 

Watershed Worlds 
is available 

through Amazon.
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Community Driven  
Recovery and Transition 

The Prout Research Institute (PRI) has begun a re-
search project called Community-Driven Recovery 
and Transition (CDRT). Climate refugees in ever-
greater numbers is a global problem. How can we or-
ganize large numbers of traumatized refugees to 
rebuild community in a resilient, ecological, and sus-
tainable way that ensures a high quality of life for ev-
eryone? 
 
PRI received a grant of $3,000 from the Prout Insti-
tute in Eugene, OR and New Era Convergence for a 
research project on Community Driven Recovery and 
Transition.  
 
To complete the research and stage the simulation, 
eight teams have been created that embody the values 
of regeneration, cooperation, equity, inclusion and 
decentralization. The teams are:  
 
1. Food 
2. Shelter 
3. Water, Sanitation, Energy Infrastructure 
4. Wellbeing and Health 
5. Livelihood 
6. Governance (self-help groups) 
7. Communication and Coordination 
8. Education 

CDRT is a strategic planning 
method with a simulation     
exercise. Our imagined scenario 
is that coastal flooding in 
Florida due to a super      
hurricane has suddenly brought 
15,000 refugees to the Asheville, 
N.C. area: 5,000 have made their 
own housing arrangements 
while 10,000 are in emergency 
shelters (fairgrounds, stadiums, 
gymnasiums, etc.). Their homes 
were destroyed so they can’t  
return for at least two years, if 
ever.  

 
Each of the team anchors have submitted their re-
ports and now they are being compiled into  a public 
report which will be available on the PRI website. 
 
More information at PRI.institute 
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PROUT: Upcoming & Updated

ProutSisters Annual  
Women’s Retreat 
The annual Summer ProutSister’s Retreat in 
Denmark is scheduled for July 15-17th, 2024. The 
in-person retreat is open to all who identify as fe-
male and provides a safe and intimate space for 
women to explore their work  for social change. A 
warm sharing event that includes group med-
itations, singing and vegetarian meals.  Save the 
date. More information will be available 
soon at ProutSisters.com 

ProutSisters: Ethical 
leadership for a  
Sustainable Future.  
Watch a video of February’s recent 
workshop (above) at ProutSisters.org 
 

Prout Alliance Programs:  

Neohumanism and the Persevering Hu-
manity of Oppressed People: As the Foun-
dation of Civility, Compassion, 
Community and Progressive Reasoning. 
March 14, 2024, 8-9 pm. 
 
The Power of Storytelling to Change the 
World. April 11, 8-9 pm. 
 
Register at ProutAlliance.org 

Spirituality -  
The Radical Missing  
Link in Modern Activism 
Proutist Universal’s Annual Convention 
will be on July 19-24th in Vig, Denmark, near Co-
penhagen. Information and registrations 
will be available  at: anandagaorii.dk
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Prout Research  
Institute        
Construction News! 
Jiivanmukta and Dada Maheshvarana-
nada have finished installing the ceilings 
and walls in the new building. Two vol-
unteers came for a week and worked 
hard helping us to tape and mud all the 
sheetrock. We should be done sanding 
and cleanup with tack cloth in early 
March. Then we will paint the ceilings 
and interior walls, install the floors, cabi-
nets, and interior doors, finish the last of 
the electrical and plumbing, and finally 
win the occupancy permit to move in by 
the beginning of summer. 
Updates and              
donations at:  
PRI.institute 

An Invitation from Two PRI        
Construction Volunteers 

We volunteered to help with construction on the PRI building for 
a week because the mission of Prout offers the potential for much 
needed collaborative social service activism in the United States 
and around the world. At a time when so many crises are chal-
lenging humanity, there is great potential in offering an alter-
native perspective to the ubiquitous hyper-competitive business 
transaction-oriented solutions model.  
 
Jiivanmukta, the prime contractor who will be supervising you, 
has a surprisingly large skill set, so you will have the opportunity 
to learn many things. This part of the Appalachian Mountains is 
breathtakingly beautiful, and you will definitely enjoy waking up 
to the deep peace and quiet of this natural environment. 
   
If you have the time, energy and desire to volunteer, then we    
recommend that you contact Dada Maheshvarananda and make 
suitable arrangements. We are glad we did! 
Contact Maheshvaranda@gmail.com 



pect of our lives like feudal lords did in feudal so-
cieties. Some have called this “techno-feudalism”, 
others have called this “digital feudalism” or “infor-
mation feudalism”, and others “digital fiefdom”. 
 
The business model of cloud service providers en-
ables them to collect fees to host apps, data, soft-
ware and e-commerce websites, on which people 
interact or buy and sell products. These cloud serv-
ice providers do not produce anything themselves. 
The investment they had made in “cloud capital”, 

such as servers, fiber 
optic cables, distributed 
computer networks, is 
paying off now in the 
form of rent they can 
charge to host the pro-
ducts created by other 
capitalists. They control 
the algorithms that de-
termine what end-users 
see when they interact 
with websites and other 
pieces of technology 
hosted on their cloud 
platforms.  
 
Are we living in a post-
capitalist dystopia       
defined by technofeu-
dalism? Or does techno-

feudalism augur the death of capitalism? While we 
may not know the answers to these questions, we do 
know that digital technologies form the bedrock of 
communication and commerce in today’s world. 
Democratic control of digital technologies could be 
a way forward. Public ownership of algorithms can 
ensure responsible utilization of user data and pref-
erences to make the process more transparent. Digi-
tal communication (social media, messaging 
platforms, internet services) should be recognized 
as a key industry, which has a large-scale socio-eco-
nomic impact. Key indus-
tries ought to be run on a 
“no profit no loss” basis” 
and not be subject to the 
vagaries of the market. 
 
Read more at: 
https://prout.info 
/technology-or-digi-
tal-fiefdom/ 

Technology or 
Digital Fiefdom? 

Excerpts from an article by Shriraksha Mohan 
 
Economic systems have constantly evolved, and 
have been influenced by human needs, socio-cul-
tural norms, historical events, and technological in-
novations of their time. In the 21st century, 
tremendous in-
novations in dig-
ital technologies 
have had a great 
influence on 
how economies 
function. Digital 
technologies and 
smartphones 
have redefined 
the notion of 
market. Trade 
and commerce 
have moved on-
line. Markets are 
no longer con-
fined to brick-
and-mortar 
malls or shop-
ping centers. Humans interacting in these digital 
markets are aided, sometimes coerced, by computer 
algorithms to make their choices. 
 
Economists observing this new form of technology-
aided capitalism opine that this stage of capitalism 
could be ushering in an era of neo-feudalism dom-
inated by techno-oligarchs, who have amassed dis-
proportionate amounts of wealth and gained 
excessive control over digital resources. With this 
control, capitalists are able to dominate every as-
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